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Editor’s Note: Submissions to the Masthead are due by the 21st of each month. You may e-mail your 
written material or digital photos to mbyc@mbyc.net or to Barbara Earl   

*All submissions are subject to editing for content and space.*  
We love your articles and photos! YOU make the Masthead wonderful! Thanks to all who contribute! 

Thanks for the great photos! —  
John Michener: pg. 4 & 7;   Sandy & Howard Grisham: pg. 6  

FROM YOUR COMMODORE 

  Greetings All,  
 
I hope everyone had a great Easter and have 

been able to take advantage of the incredible Spring 
weather. On the home front, life is slowly returning to 
normal. With the refueling outage at Diablo Canyon 
Power Plant wrapping up, I can once again look forward 
to spending more time at the club. Heck, I may even get 
to squeeze in a sail with the family aboard Jovita who 
has been patiently waiting on her mooring. 

 
Last month's Work Day was a complete success. 

Vice Commodore Ratliff was a busy man keeping all crew members busy and on 
task. Weeds were pulled, boatyard organized, the clubhouse was buffed and pol-
ished and the crews were fed. Thank you to all the volunteers who attended Work 
Day. We truly could not do it without you. I would also like to thank all of those 
who could not attend Work Day, but do their part throughout the year. There are 
unnumbered jobs that get accomplished outside of work day which have not gone 
unnoticed. 

 
We are still in recovery mode from our recent flood damage. The club 

still has bare floors, but progress is rapidly being made. Director Kit Lockwood 
and her flooring committee have diligently coordinated the flooring selection and 
we are at this time on track to have the club ship shape by Opening Day. Thank 
you to all involved in restoring our clubhouse to better than new condition. 

 
April is lined up to be quite busy around MBYC.  Beginning on the 5th 

we have our Spring Potluck/General Meeting where we have three requests for 
Life Member status. I encourage you to attend, as we do need a quorum to ap-
prove these requests. Potluck begins at 6:00 and the meeting follows at 7:00. Next 
on the agenda for April is our monthly Board of Directors meeting on the 10th. 
Please feel free to attend if you are interested in the general operation of your 
club. And last but certainly not least we wrap up the month with our 52nd annual 
Opening Day Ceremony on Sunday the 20th. Joni Wells and her tireless Social 
Committee have been working out all the details for this fun filled day. With great 
food, music, boat parade, and bay races, truly a day not to miss.  

 
 I look forward to seeing you at some if not all of the events scheduled in 

April.  
John Schmidt, Commodore 
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HAPPY HOUR HOSTS 
REMEMBER! In order for us to keep our 

liquor license, non-members are               
NOT ALLOWED behind the bar and all 
guests must sign the guest book located        

at the end of the bar. 

If you have questions about the operation of the 
bar, contact our Bar Steward, Bill Austin.  

 If this is your first HOST  
ASSIGNMENT, contact the couple assigned 
with you and they will show you the ropes. 

If unable to attend, it is your RESPONSI-
BILITY to find a replacement. Perhaps you 

could trade with someone else on the       
Host List. 

The club will furnish paper products and plas-
tic ware for Host Night.  Hosts tend bar from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. AND serve snacks at 

6:00 p.m. till 7:30 p.m. 

April 2008 
4 Tom and Gail Spencer 
 Gail Condon and Kevin Williams 
 Ralph Wessel 
11 Peter and Anita Rothenbuecher 
 Pat and Dot Rygh 
18 Russ and Sally Williams 
 Peter and Jeanette Wolfe 
25 Candy Botich and Kevin O’Day 
 Jim and Roberta Brose 
 
May 2008 
2 Blaine and Maralee Parkin 
 Dave and Karen Prewett 
9 Bob and India Pyeatt 
 Ken and Judy Riener 
16 Bob Kile 
 Alan and Cleo Holz 
 John and Joyel Kunkle 
23 Adriaan and Helma Smulders 
 Buck and Rosemary Jorgens 
 Kathy Jorgens 
 John Duffy 
30 Julie and Mal Towery 
 Greg and Rosie Larson 
 Freddie Fernandez 
 
June 2008 
6 Dee Mace and Wayne Adair 
 Anne Meyer 
 Bruce and Laura Masterson 
13 Jim and Char Bruzenak 
 Mark and Jacque Silveira 
20 Henriette Groot 
 John and Wendy Mitchell 
 Jack and Barbara Daily 
27 Richard and Charlene Evans 
 Pat and Willis Mann  
 
 
—     Polly Schneider   

If you make a change, please let  
Polly know:  

       FUN FLOAT 

Thursday, April 30th, 11:00 a.m. 

If you think March was rough wait until the "15th" of this month. As this is 
tax paying time I thought we would try something a little different. If you 
check your tide book you will notice that Wed. the 30th of April at 11:00 is 

low tide. I thought we would paddle to the mouth of the Bay 
and those that can't pay their taxes can just keep on paddling 
and if you're not back in a couple of days, we'll send the 
Coast Guard for your kayak. 

G.P.P. 

From my point of view, Workday 2008 was a huge suc-
cess. The boat yard, tarmac and dock was under such a 
flurry of activity it seemed like an ant hill during mating 
season. There were many people involved, all of whom 
will be named individually elsewhere in the Masthead, 
who made it all happen. There were weed choppers, haul-
ers, whackers and stompers, as well as sweepers, squirt-
ers, organizers, shufflers, grinders, painters, builders, 
repairers, gofers, and just plain laborers. The end result 
was a clean and reorganized boat storage yard, a cleaned 
and spruced up tarmac, a shiny new railing on the gang-
way, and new paint on the dock. The one exception to the 

group of ordinary grunt-oriented laborers was Brian Monroe who applied his 
high technical skills to help insure that the Whaler and Bomber would continue 
to be of service to the club. Thanks to all of you who helped make the Port Cap-
tain look competent and capable. 
 The Board has approved the building  of a new kayak/canoe rack out of 
PVC to replace the old brown wooden one. Staff Commodore Rygh has designed 
and engineered a new rack, but in doing so it required him to take two weeks in 
Hawaii to rest and recover. When he returns we will issue a call for help and be-
gin the process of building a new rack. You may also have noticed a pile of scrap 
metal near the gate to the tarmac. Well, that was a trailer that encountered Wayne 
-the torch- Ratliff who rendered it suitable for the scrap metal man to pick up. 
 Elsewhere in the Masthead you should see pictures of outboard motors 
that are being stored in the storage shed. If you recognize one as belonging to 
you, give me a call. Those not identified as belonging to a 
member will become the property of the club and sold during 
the next Pirate's Booty auction. Also, a welcome to Assistant 
Port Captain Lolo Budge. 
 
Until next month, Jim Phillips, Port Captain 

FROM THE PORT CAPTAIN’S DOCK 

MBYC History Project 
I have just finished going through the loads of material that many people have donated 
for the history project (whew!). Now comes the hard part: condensing all this into 
something manageable. The three shopping bags full of photos, CDs, slides, letters and 
articles are filed in the bookcase against the southwest windows (for your inspection). 
Shortly I will have a suggested format and very preliminary draft of the final product. 
The rest is up to YOU. Please help!  
     Cynthia Wimer 
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FROM YOUR VICE COMMODORE 
The biggest item this month in my department is WORK 
DAY 2008. We had about 75 people attending this years’ 
quintessential event (Opening Day excepted) {N.B. some 
people worked prior to the actual work day}. That is ap-
proximately 1 out of every 5 people in the club working to 
keep the clubhouse and surrounding area up to par. I give 
my deep thanks and appreciation to the people who helped 
out. 
  
You may not recognize all the names, several workers are 
not yet members: Holly Anderson, Andy Arozena, Donna 
Arozena, Bill Austin, Peter Behman, Susie Berndt, Candy 
Botich, Ann & Andy Brennan, Sharon & Michael Brooks, 
Andrew Brown, John & Francis Budlong, Karen Clinton, 
Gail Condon, Jack Daily, Jeff Davidson, Larry Earl, Dick & 
Charlene Evans, John Gajdos, Doug & Cheryl Gould, Henri-
ette Groot, Rosemary Jorgens, Uncle Bob & Aunt Jenny 
Kizziar, Greg Larson, Don & Kit Lockwood, Diane Mason, 
Ron May, Laura McCarren, Dana McClish, Duncan & 
Marlene McQueen, Brook & Michael Measures, Lynn Meis-
sen, John Michel, Brian Monroe, Tom Murphy, Pandora 
Nash-Karner, Victor Nigro, Rick Paley, Terry & Charlene 
Paris, Gary & Helena Raine, Al Romero, Anita & Peter 
Rothenbuecher, Dot & Pat Rygh, Bob Salamacha, Liz ‘n’ 
Larry Salas, Bill Sanders, John & Nia Schmidt (with added 
helpers John Paul & Elijah Daniel), Dave Shinn, Mark & 
Jacque Silveira, Helen & Max Sicher, Bob & Carol Walker, 
Joni & Lewis Wells, and Kevin Williams. I know I am miss-
ing two (or more) names, my apologies, please let me know 
who you are. 
  
They worked pretty much all day to re-fence, repair, rear-
range, wash, clean, dust, trim, paint, weed, fix plumbing, 
sand, paint, make flags, repair shingles, clean bathroom tile, 
wash windows and etc. Donna and staff made a welcome 
lunch of chili and hot dogs to sustain the workers (the bar 
steward rejected my plan for free beer). We accomplished 
just about everything I hoped for except for some painting. 
Our Director of Arts and Crafts, Jim Bruzenak, was out of 
commission with the flu, but his lieutenant, Duncan, got all 
the critical items done. 
  
You might have noticed a key omission or two in the list 

above. Either it is you yourself (Oh 
Dear!) or it is John Michener and/or 
Jim Phillips. John was my “House 
Boss” and deputy Vice Commodore 
and Jim was the “Yard Boss”. Both of 
these gentlemen are responsible for the 
final product --- a club house and boat 
yard that have been multiply described 
to me as “spiffy”. In all fairness, I real-
ize that some of us were ill, on trips, 
working, caring for others or other 
reasons and couldn’t attend. However, 
a number of members have come up to me to offer help after 
workday, apologizing that they were unavailable on work-
day proper but were very willing to help the club anyway. I 
have the sincerest appreciation for any help whatsoever with 
club maintenance. 
  
Our special thanks to Kevin Williams for singlehandedly 
“hangin da lid” (translation: installing the drywall ceiling in 
the club’s downstairs hallway) and John Michener & Jim 
Bruzenak for solving the “plumbing issue” in the men’s 
head. 
  
The Juniors worked on different days than the (what are we 
anyway?) Seniors. I saw inside of their half of the shed for 
the first time and wished that my garage workshop looked 
half as good. They painted their Opti gangway ramps and are 
generally willing to do such a lot of things that we should 
rejoice in their enthusiasm (and their leaders). 
  
The flood damage will, hopefully, be a thing of the past dur-
ing the next few weeks. The upstairs carpeting is slated for 
Mar 25 and the downstairs tile and carpeting a week or so 
later. Thanks for putting up with the plywood floor upstairs; 
I know some of you appreciated and will miss the lofting 
lines of the bar’s Rhodes design. I hope that Opening Day 
will see the clubhouse fully recovered. 
 
Next challenges – Opening Day, Infinity, and Beyond. 
 
Wayne 
Vice Commodore 
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FROM YOUR REAR COMMODORE 
Spring is here and we have been 
having beautiful weather. Opening 
Day is on the 20th and I am looking 
forward to it. The Ocean Fleet isn’t 
racing on Opening Day and we 
would like to get more boats out for 
the parade and have more fun with 
it. The details are still being worked 
out. The Bay Fleet is planning to 

race that day so it will require some coordination to make it 
all work, but I guess that is always true. 
 
Peter Behman and I set the Yacht Club Buoy at the end of 
February. This one is set up so that we can pull it periodi-
cally to inspect it and do maintenance. I plan to do the in-
spection near the end of April. We have used the buoy for 
two ocean races since then and it has been a nice addition to 
our race courses. The course possibilities are very limited 
without that windward mark.  
 
Races this Month: For the Bay Fleet the Spring 2 is on 4/12, 
Opening Day Race on 4/20 and the Spring 3 on 4/26.  The 
San Luis Yacht Club Races at Lopez Lake will be on April 
5th and 6th. 
 

For the Ocean Fleet there is 
the Spring 1 on 4/6 and the 
Devlin 1 on 4/13. 
 
Results for the Ocean Fleet 
Winter Series: 
Whizbang (Ron May) - 1st 
Place 
Guayacan (Lynn Meissen) - 
2nd Place 
Kiskedee (Peter Behman) - 3rd 
Place 
 
Results for the Bay Fleet Win-
ter Series: 
Daysailer: 
Condon/Williams - 1st Place 
McClish/Buffo - 2nd Place 
Murphy/Paris - 3rd Place 
Lido: 
Lund/Stevens - 1st Place 
Watson/Garrett - 2nd Place 
Salas - 3rd Place  
(see page 7 for other photos) 

   
John Michener 

Ahoy Mates, 
 
Well it’s come to this, a shameless promotion to encourage all of you that own a seaworthy ocean going sailboat to 
scrape the barnacles off your bottom and to join us out on Estero Bay on Sunday April 6th for the first of the spring 
racing series. 
 “Spring One”.  The incentive is a beautiful professional photograph of your pride and joy going thru her 
paces out on the Bay.  The Photo Boat will be Woody Woodruff’s speedy Grady White and on board will be well 
known local professional photographer Bill Shewchuck.  Bill is a renowned nature photographer, if you want to 
see his work check out his gallery at 601 Embarcadero, Morro Bay. 
 *Every boat entering the Spring One will be rewarded with a FREE professional photo of their boat out 
on Estero Bay.  For more information on this race and other Ocean Fleet activities please contact me. 
 On March 9th, in conditions that went from  no wind to a very fresh breeze to no wind we conducted the 
Mullins Memorial out on the Bay. Finishing in 3rd place was Woody Woodruff and  Ed Hasenkamp’s  “Savage 
Lady”, in 2nd Ron May’s “Whizbang” and finishing 1st Wayne Ratliff’s “Voyager II”. 
 The Founders Cup which was scheduled for March 16th was cancelled due to adverse sea conditions. This 
race will be rescheduled to a future date. 
 
See you April 6th, 
 
Peter Behman 
S/v Kiskedee  
Email:  
*The free professional photo will be 
re-scheduled  for another time. Contact 
Peter for details.  
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El Toro’s Jack Johnson Memorial Day Regatta 
At Morro Bay Yacht Club 

 
 

 
Attention: All El Toro sailors, young Optimist sailors, supporters of sailing, cheerleaders and every-
one who likes to picnic and enjoy a day in the sun at the club. 
 
NOW IS THE TIME TO GET THOSE BOATS OUT OF MOTH BALLS AND REPAIR ALL THE 
LEAKS AND GET THE SPIDERS WASHED OUT OF THEM. WE ARE GIVING YOU PLENTY 
OF TIME TO GET READY.        The Committee 
 
     Notice of  Race 
Date: Monday, May 26, 2008 
Place: Morro Bay Yacht Club  
Time: Skippers meeting at 10:30 a.m. Boats need to be ready at that time, also. 
Rules: This event will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing. 
Eligibility: Everyone with an El Toro is invited to sail, but only MBYC members may compete  
 for the trophy. 
Schedule of Races: A total of 5 races for the trophy will hopefully be held. Maybe 3 before lunch  
 and 2 following lunch (Winds will determine events).  
Modification of Notice of Race: The race committee at it’s own discretion will disqualify any racer 
 who falls so far behind that it impedes the start of further racing.  
Optimist sailors: Separate races will be held for the skippers interested in racing. 
  
Lunch will be provided for all sailors and will be sometime between noon and 2 pm. Please furnish 
your own beverages. The committee of Rygh’s, Gould’s, Brose’s, and Brook Measures will buy and 
get the hot dogs grilled, the chili, and sauerkraut ready for any and all interested people. (They may 
even find time to start and finish a few races). Everyone is invited, so bring your family and friends.  
A charge of $5.00 will be requested for a non-sailor.   

BAY CRUISE 2008 SCHEDULE  
All types of floating craft are invited:  

Bring picnic in the boat food  
Boat in the water and ready to leave the dock by 11:30 a.m.  

 
Saturday, April 5th -- 10:14 am 4.6' high tide; 4:04 pm 0.5' low tide  
Sunday, May 4th -- 10:17 am 3.9' high tide; 3:20 pm 1.4' low tide  
Sunday, June 1st -- 9:25 am 3.5' high tide; 1:58 pm 1.9' low tide;  
  8:25 pm 6.4' high tide  
Sunday, July 20th -- 6:20 am -0.5' low tide; 1:03 pm 4.1' high tide;  
  5:48 pm 2.5' low tide  
Saturday, August 30th -- 10:49 am 4.9' high tide; 4:19 pm 1.5' low tide  
Sunday, September 28th -- 10:04 am 5.4' high tide; 4:15 pm 0.7' low tide  
Saturday, November 1st -- 11:36 am 5.3' high tide; 7:27 pm 0.0' low tide 
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Membership News 
Hi Folks, 
 
Happy days are here again and the new members are coming in on the waves.  Actually we have one new membership and 
more than several on the dock waiting for approval.  Mark and Jacque Silveira are our official new members.   They can be 
found most weekends on their boat, Sailbad the Sinner, in the back bay marina.  Go by and give them a big hello welcome. 
Their address is below.  
 

Ed and Robin Steven have applied for membership and have met with the membership committee and have been approved. 
They will be voted on at the April Board Meeting.   The Stevens have been racing their Lido with the club members and have 
participated in social events.  Their sponsors are Larry Salas and Don Lockwood.  They live in Pismo Beach and are anxious 
to become members of the MBYC. Any written comments, about these prospective new members, are welcomed by the 
board. 
 

Earl Tessman has been quite ill and is recovering at home.  I'm sure he would appreciate hearing from his friends at the Yacht 
Club.   His email is:   
 

New roster and membership cards are hot off the press and will be in the mail the first of next week.  We're somewhat be-
hind, but things happen you know, and we go with the flow.  
 

Peggy & Bill 

People News 
Address:  Mark & Jacque Silveira:  

New email: Nancy & Kendal Jenkins: 
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Ahoy Juniors! 
I hope all of you had a wonderful Spring break.  By the time you read this we will have already had our "Big Rock Re-
gatta" and our annual "On the Water Easter Egg Hunt". Thank you to Dana, Ron, Lex, and all his helpers, who made these 
events a huge success. Our last meeting we had a great turn out and everyone was helpful in getting the boats out of the 
water and the dock area cleaned up. Speaking of cleaning up, we all need to make sure we are leaving the club in better 
condition than when we arrived. That means making sure all the equipment goes back into the shed, the boats go back into 
the appropriate racks and you take everything with you. I have found several cool t-shirts, nice towels, and a few lost 
gloves in the club house, after everyone leaves. We do have a lost and found so check it out if you are missing anything. 
We have a lot of fun things planned in April including an out of town Regatta at the San Francisco Yacht Club (19-20th) 
and Opening Day at our own fabulous club on the same day.  If you can not attend the out of town event try and come to 
the club on Opening Day. It's a really fun day of festivities and for those parents who are looking to join the club it's a re-
laxed way to meet the club members. Please call me if you have any questions.    
 
Angela Soll  
Junior Advisor 

Dpoujovjoh!uif!Usbejujpo!!
 
Tradition: as defined in Webster's Dictionary:  the handing down of stories, beliefs, customs, etc. 
from generation to generation.   
 
Here, at Morro Bay Yacht Club, we have a wonderful tradition of our own.  On Opening Day our 
new members are asked to sign in at the "Welcoming Table", not in a guest book, but on the SIG-
NATURE TABLECLOTH.  This cloth is only used on this one special day. To bring our new 
members up to date, this tradition had its beginning in 1979 when Lorraine Miranda decided to 
make a special tablecloth for the dedication of the new club. Charm DeLancey volunteered to 
embroider the signatures to make them everlasting and she did this for several years. We ask 
members to sign the tablecloth only once. If there are members who can't remember if they ever signed, please check the 
typed list that will be on the table.  If your name is on the list then you are "on the cloth".  Please do not sign again.   There 
are approximately 245 signatures now embroidered in a spectacular array of colors.   
 
Since we are a volunteer club, each year we ask for someone (even two or three members) to volunteer to embroider the 
new signatures. Many thanks go to Sarah Orth for taking on the job last year. 
If you can help out please call me or e-mail. 
  
Thank you, Helen Sicher  
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March was definitely the month to go green.  The Pub Party Dart Contest was a lot of fun.  Thank you Sharon Brooks for 
organizing this event and helpers Susie Berndt, Bobbi Brose, Cheryl & Doug Gould, Elaine Giannini & John Gajdos, and 
Dot Rygh.  So many participated and had such a great time that we will do it again.  In April, we have the General Meeting 
on the 5th with a potluck dinner before.  Plans are well under way for Opening Day on the 20th. If you can help with any 
activities in any way contact me.  The next activity meetings will be April 4th & 18th at 5:00pm. Then we will go back to 
the regular once a month meeting starting in May.  Happy Easter and Welcome Spring!!        --joni 

From your Board of Directors 

 
In order not to limit access to the bar,  

bar stools are to be  
used only at bar tables.  

 

If you recognize any 
of these as belonging  
to you, give  
Jim Phillips a call. 
Those not identified 
as belonging to a 
member will become 
the property of the 
club and sold during 
the next Pirate's 
Booty auction.  
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