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Editor’s Note: Submissions to the Masthead are due by the third Friday of each month. You m ay e-mail your  
written material or digital photos to mbyc@mbyc.net or leave submissions in the Masthead box in the club’s office. 

All submissions are subject to editing for content and space. We love your articles and photos!  
Thanks to all who contribute! 

Thanks for the great photos —  Cheryl Gould, Pandora Nash-Karner, Dot Rygh. 

FROM YOUR COMMODORE 

     I would like to start my first column of the 
year by thanking everyone for the vote of confi-
dence that you showed by electing me your 
Commodore for the year 2004 at the Novem-
ber general meeting. It was so nice to see so 
many old friends as well as new ones. 
     I assure you I will do everything I can to see 
that the Club will have a great year of boating 

and sailing with plenty of fun to go around. 
     I am happy to announce that almost all of the committee chair-

persons have agreed to stay on another year. Thank you so much as 
this makes my job a whole lot easier. 

     Two of the new chairpersons for this year are, as Port Captain, 
current Director and Staff Commodore Lynn Meissen, and taking over 
the Ship’s Store will be Rachelle Phillips. I hope all of you will thank 
them and all of our returning chairs for agreeing to serve our 
club. Please help them in any way you can. I had better not forget the 
Social Committee. This year we have not just one Chair, we have 
three.  I am very happy to tell you that Janet Elliott, along with two 
co-chairs, my wife Cheryl and Bobbi Brose, will be coordinating this 
year’s social events, so let’s look forward to a banner year. 

     I have to say I’m a bit overwhelmed by the number of people 
stepping forward with their offers of help for this year. It started in De-
cember, even before this board began its watch. But, then, I guess I 
shouldn't be surprised, because that is what our club is all 
about. Thanks to all of you, and let’s have a great year. 

  
                                        Full Speed Ahead, 
                                                                              Doug 
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HAPPY HOUR HOSTS 
REMEMBER! In order for us to keep 
our liquor license, non-members are  
NOT ALLOWED behind the bar and  
all guests must sign the guest book  

located at the end of the bar. 

If you have any questions about the  
operation of the bar, contact our Bar Steward,  

Jim Phillips.  
If this is your first HOST ASSIGNMENT,  

contact the couple assigned with you  
and they will show you the ropes. 

If unable to attend, it is your  
RESPONSIBILITY to find a replacement.  

Perhaps you could trade with  
someone else on the Host List. 

Hosts serve snacks AND tend bar  
from 6:00 PM until 7:30 PM. 

 
JANUARY 
2    Shields and Leslie Abernathy 
      Dennis and RoseMarie Boertje 
9    Bob and Laurie Neumann 
      Carolyn Pye / Jean-Pierre Makayev 
16  Larry and Liz Salas 
      Peter and Jayne Behman 
23  John and Joyel Kunkle 
      Mike and Vicki O’Brien 
30  Lex and Lorraine Budge 
      Brian and Gayle Crow 
 

FEBRUARY 
6    Lee and Sue Drocco 
      Carol Vogt / Mitch Walker 
13  Nancy and Arlie Green 
      Ralph and Evelyn Wessel 
20  Brian and Mary Monroe 
      Buck and Rosemary Jorgens 
27  Chris and Lynn Helenius 
      Alan and Cleo Holz 
 

MARCH 
5    Duncan and Marlene McQueen 
      Bill Austin / Michelle Voisenat 
12  Jim Ross / Mary Flaven 
      Paul and Michelle Dunn 
19  Alex and Stephanie Finlay 
      Bruce and Linda Humann 
26  Matt and Adrianne Jenkins 
      Tom and Bette Jenkins 

 — Polly Schneider     

If you make a change, please let  
Polly know. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
We have no applications for consideration this month. 2003 was a great 

year. I cannot think of a time when we added so many new memberships to our 
roster. The sponsors deserve a big hand. So to all of you who sponsored new 
members this year congratulations.  And to the new members ---WELCOME. 

I would like to thank all of those who serve on the membership committee.  
Without your help and guidance this job would be more difficult.  Thank you. 
Wayne Ratliff and Don Lockwood deserve special thanks for their computer 
skills.  They have helped me keep the membership material in the computer up 
to date. Rosemary Jorgens was a jewel this last summer.  She took over for me 
while I did some personal business out of state.  Thank you Rosemary.  

This year Wayne is working on a program to print membership cards from 
the club computer.  Our present cards have a gloss coating on them which 
make it difficult for the typewriter ink to become imprinted. If everything works 
out, the cards will be printed on the computer. They then will be laminated to 
protect them from water damage. If we are not able to get the print done be-
fore you pay your annual dues, I will type up a card on old card stock. I hope 
this meets with your approval. 

Let’s have an enjoyable year on the water. 
— René Morris, Membership Chairman 

  FUN FLOAT January 

 Save your white elephants. We'll have our  
Christmas party this spring after the weather gets bet-
ter. Our first paddle for the new year will be on  
January 8th at 10:00 a.m. We'll go out and paddle 
around in the bay and tell each other how great it is to 
live in Paradise. Bring a snack. 

                     — G.P.P.      

Events and Social Calendar Meeting 
Have you ever thought of something great we could 

do at the Club or wished to add a special touch to one 
of the events? Now is the time to come to the aid of 
your Social Committee. Janet Elliott, Cheryl Gould, and 
Bobbi Brose want to hear your thoughts and have your 
help with events this year. 

Please come to a meeting on Friday, January 9, at 4:30 p.m. Bring your 
ideas and talents and let’s make 2004 the best year ever! 

Soup and Salad Nights 
Here are the dates of the next few 
months dates of Soup and Salad 
nights: Jan. 14th and 28th, Feb. 11th 
and 25th, March 10th and 24th, 
April 14th and 28th. Members are encouraged to 
send/bring recipes or suggestions. Please come 
down and enjoy a great meal! 
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 December 4, 2003 
TO THE MEDIA: 
 
***  NEWS ALERT  
      ME HEARTIES  *** 
 
LOS OSOS, CA:   Word 
has just been received 
that a group of unsa-
vory pirates aboard the 
square rigger "Califia", 
have threatened the 
City of Morro Bay. 

A Pirate Proclama-
tion was issued today 
(and is attached) that 
demands treasure, or 
the Princessa Christine 
Teresa (recently dis-
covered Swedish roy-
alty living in Los Osos) 
will be abducted 
(assuming she is wear-
ing the crown jewels) 
and held for "a king's 
ransom." 

The pirates will disguise 
their pirate vessel and enter 
the Lighted Boat Parade at 6:30 
pm. If the demanded treasure 
is not handed over "prior to the 
slacking of the tide", then the 
abduction will occur near Win-
dows on the Water. 

One local was heard to say, 
"Shiver me Timbers, the pirates 
arrrrr coming!" 
 
Signed, 
     X 
"The Pirates of Christmas" 
——————————————— 

December 8, 2003    
To:  The Media and the Honor-
able Magistrates of Morro Bay 
 
***  MEDIA FOLLOW UP -- 
Princessa Abducted  *** 
 
LOS OSOS, CA:   The coastal vil-
lage of Morro Bay refused to be 
intimidated Saturday by a 
group of unsavory pirates 
aboard the square rigger 
"Califia". A Pirate warning had 
been issued Friday, December 
4, demanding coins of the 
realm be delivered to the pi-

rates before the 
slacking of the tide. 
The pirate ship was 
hidden among other 
boats participating 
in the annual Morro 
Bay Lighted Christ-
mas Boat Parade. 
When the treasure 
was not received, 
the Princessa Chris-
tina Teresa was ab-
ducted from the 
KZOZ radio an-
nouncing stage at 
Marina Square -- in 
front of hundreds of 
witnesses -- and 
whisked away in a 
pirate launch to the 
awaiting pirates. 
After the Boat Pa-
rade, the town was 
offered the chance 
to pay a ransom for 
the pirate-napped 

Princessa when the Queen of 
the Pirates was able to briefly 
negotiate with the town's hon-
orable mayor. However shock-
ing as it may be, Mayor Yates 
stated coldly: "Oh ... just keep 
the princessa!!!" 

Whereupon the pirates 
sailed for an undisclosed tropi-
cal paradise, and today they 
issued the  attached warning 
(see above). 
 
Signed, 
     X 
"The Pirates of Christmas" 
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News from the new Vice! 
      Thank you all for a great 
2003—being Port Captain 
was a great experience, a true 
privilege. The port will be in 
fine hands: Lynn Meissen is 
going to do a great job and 
I’m looking forward to working 
with her. 

Taking over as Vice Commodore will be an easy 
task since Bud Moore has really put his heart and soul 
into the care and maintenance of the grounds and 
facility. I can only hope to carry on his fine efforts. 
Thanks in advance to my support Staff Commodores! 
(That’s you, Roy.) I will need their help keeping things 
flowing!!!! 

I look forward to working closely with the social 
chair and galley steward to organize some wine tast-
ing/pourings and as many live music happy hours as 
possible. 

Please don’t hesitate to call on me with sugges-
tions or comments. Feedback is needed—let me know 
what works and what doesn’t. 

Thanks again to Lex, Bud, and Fred Florance—
what a great job you have all done. We truly have big 
shoes to fill for this coming year. For all of us Bay 
Fleet people with boats stored in the lot across from 
the club, we all owe a debt of gratitude to Pat Rygh 
for securing our lease for another two years. Thanks! 

Happy Holidays. See you on the water, 
— John 

FROM YOUR VICE COMMODORE 

     Well, here we are. As the 
new Rear, I’m obligated to be 
organized, so let’s get it on. 
     The 2004 race calendar is 
published in this issue of the 
Masthead. What you see is a 
snapshot at how things are 
planned at this moment in time. 
It can and will change with your 

input, so please check Masthead and web site for peri-
odic updates (min. of quarterly). It is an attempt to pro-
vide more information than most will likely want to 
know, but the cross referencing and inclusion of the 
many racing opportunities will give no one a chance to 
say nothing’s going on. There are new race formats 
shown and information on away races that will help to 
get involved with the road warriors of our club. 

Also published herein are notices of races (NORs) 
for the first races of the year. It is important that you 
take a quick look at these. They address details of start 
times, number of races, fees, conditions that could 
cause race cancellations and scoring, and how individ-
ual regattas and race series will be conducted. You will 
not find much of this information in individual sailing 
instructions. 

Due to space, the slightly revised general sailing 
instructions are on the web or upon request from me.  
Please review. 

I became a member of MBYC because I am inter-
ested and involved in sailboat racing and wanted to be 
around people who were, too. I am the new Rear be-
cause of Lex Budge, so blame him.  Having done the 
“job” of race organization before at another club, I 
know well that organizing and running races is a time-
consuming job.  With that in mind, I too want to race. 
To do this, I need the help of other racers and yacht 
club members with an interest in racing in “manning” 
this job. Never lose sight of the reasons we can race. 
It’s not only because there are other racers, but also 
because there are those who enable use to race because 
of their time donations. If you count the number of 
races just being run by MBYC (over 60 in 2004), that 
job seems overwhelming for a small, totally volunteer 
club.  It’s to our credit that we would even consider 

  

FROM YOUR REAR COMMODORE 
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such a job. It becomes even more so, as our racers be-
come more competitive requiring a more careful consid-
eration of rules and protocols. While some may not feel 
comfortable with this trend, it’s truly how we learn to be 
better racers and, like it or not, it’s the way I’m pro-
ceeding (you always have an option concerning this). 

If you look at the schedule you will notice that each 
MBYC-run race (in a box) has a place for the Principal 
Race Officer (PRO) and chase boat.  A few already have 
names. Take note that they have committed to meet 
their obligation, so don’t count on them to take up 
slack. The job of running a race has historically been 
done by a few who have donated their time and exper-
tise over and above their fair share. We know who 
these people are. I believe the load should be spread 
first to all active racers who should be consider this task 
as an obligation similar to being a Friday night happy 
hour host and then to all club members who, while they 
may not be out on the course, have an interest in the 
sport or just want to be an active part of that bunch 
who are a big part of the essence of our club.  If you 
haven’t already signed up, please feel free to. Many will 
receive an e-mail or letter from me. I will be asking for 
a list of active racers who, in my opinion, either have 
the knowledge to PRO a race or, with help, could (and 
should) do the job. Hopefully the boxes will fill up. This 
will be a first-come first-serve thing on “the best 
dates.” If these boxes aren’t full by early January, I 
guess I have to volunteer people. I will be preparing 
“how to” instructions for those needing them and di-
rections to PROs on how the club (organizing author-
ity/the boss/not me) wants them run. While I realize its 
hard to plan six or eight months in advance, people 
who are set to run a particular race can “trade” times 
or, in the case of an unforeseen last-minute problem, 
there are a number of people who will fill that gap. 
Shining it off is not an option and will be met with dire 
consequences and shunning by your peers. If I don’t 
contact you, its not because “in my opinion” you can’t 
do the job. It’s because the boxes are already full (in my 
dreams) or I’m unaware of your interest, expertise, or 
willingness to learn, so contact me. 

It’s a good time to check the status of your U.S. 
Sailing membership. The differential fee schedule will 

be strictly adhered to this year, if not only because of 
our obligation to this our national authority on sailboat 
racing, but because I have to sign a statement that we 
are doing this as a condition of our insurance coverage 
through that body. If you are part of the golden anchor 
program or want to be, contact me. If you have let your 
membership lapse or are not a member, do not be sur-
prised if racing costs you a little more, either at the 
sign-up table or in a later bill from the club. Also, for 
ocean fleet racers, please take note of our fleet cap-
tain’s recent letter concerning handicaps.  This also will 
be strictly adhered to. 

All specific annoying criticism and questions should 
be directed at your fleet captains (the race committee) 
and not me. These people are: 

Lido 14          Dot Rygh 
Day Sailer       Steve Hendricks 
Laser              Andrew Brown 
Geary 18        Christina Campolni 
Ocean            Betty Jenkins 

And lastly, for those who just don’t give a damn 
about all this and consider racers prima donnas who 
hog the dock when they want to use it, the race calen-
dar will be converted into a schedule of when the racers 
do and do not have priority for dock use. This will be 
shown on the monthly calendar, posted in club, and at 
the transient boat sign in log. This is called communica-
tion in the hope of deferring dock wars (can’t ever end 
them). We all have our particular reasons for being a 
member of MBYC club and consideration of all is man-
datory. 

Thanks, 
Mitch Walker 

FROM YOUR REAR COMMODORE 
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Race scheduling meeting was held De-
cember 6. Thanks to Mitch Walker, the 

Rear Commodore for 2004, for putting together a 
great schedule. The schedule is posted on the Fleet 
128 web site, so start making plans to be as active as 
possible. Check out the Fleet 128 web site—Kevin Wil-
liams has been doing a great job updating it. 

December 13 was Winter I. The Day Sailers had 4 
fun races with John Neiswanger and Tammy Hendricks 
taking 1st, Kenton and Steve Hendricks 2nd, and Victor 
Nigro and Laura Masterson 3rd. There were 7 Day Sail-
ers. Wind was light with a pretty heavy current which 
proved for some very interesting racing. The Fleet 
would like to thank Kevin Williams for stepping in as 
PRO at the last minute.  

December 14 the road warriors traveled to West 
Lake in the rain for the final race of their Holiday Series. 
We sailed the first race in pretty heavy rain which 
cleared for the next three races. Congratulations to 
John Neiswanger and Tammy Hendricks for winning the 
perpetual Holiday series. They are the first non-West 
Lake Yacht Club member to win this series in its 9-year 
history. West Lake Yacht Club will also be the host for 
the Mid-Winters on February 14 & 15. They always 
show us a great time so please make plans to attend. 

Be sure to watch the Masthead and web site as 
there are many events planned for 2004. Some of these 
include racing clinics, measurement days, and boat 
work days. Let’s get as many boats active as we can in 
2004! 

— Steve Hendricks 

Bay Fleet held the Winter1 series on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13. The winners of the Lido class were: 

1st place Dot & Pat Rygh 
2nd place, Larry Salas & John Taylor 
3rd place Roy & Bev Gammill 

The winners of the Day Sailer class were: 
John Neiswanger & Tammy Hendricks in 1st place 
Kenton & Steve Hendricks in 2nd place 
Victor Nigro & Laura Masterson in 3rd place. 

— Dot Rygh 

More pictures from the Commodore’s Ball... 
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Most Senior Elf Doug and First Class Elf and 
Executive Officer Don escort Santa to the 
Morro Bay Yacht Club. There, he visited with 
the children and distributed presents. Pictured 
at right are Liz Salas and grandson, Jacob. 
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MBYC 2004 RACE SCHEDULE     Consolodated Bay & Ocean 12/15/03 

(O)- Ocean Fleet PRO -  Principal Race Officer 
(1D) - One Design-1 boat min. for start Boat -  chase and or committee boat
(B)- Bay Fleet * -away races not sponsered by MBYC see your fleet captain
(A)- Arbitrary-will start 1D fleets but will not eligible for series trophy ** see fleet captain

** New race formats being considered-talk to RC
OPEN No races scheduled at MBYC (open dock)
xxxxxxx closed dock/race or other club activity put out signs night before
?? makeup race or soft date- check with Vice

JAN Thur 1 Sat 3 Sun 4 Sat 10 Sun 11 Sat 17 Sun 18 Sat 24 Sun 25 Sat 31
(B)Hangover OPEN OPEN (B) Win 2 (1D) (O) Win 2 OPEN OPEN OPEN (O)Frostbite special OPEN
PRO-Juniors PRO L. Salas PRO see flt cap
Chase Chase Chase PRO

Westlake
FEB Sun 1 Sat 7 Sun 8 Sat 14 Sun 15 Sat 21 Sun 22 Sat 28 Sun 29 

Super Bowl OPEN (O) Win 3 OPEN OPEN MBYC Workday (O) Dev 1 Work D makeup?? ocean makeup??
*SLYC Lopez PRO *SCYC Midwin *SCYC Midwin PRO

Chase Chase

MAR Sat 6 H9:48,4.4 Sun 3 Sat 13 Sun 14 Sat 20 Sun 21 Sat 27 Sun 28
OPEN Opening Day (B) Win 3(1D) Open Bay Makeup?? (O) spring 1 (B) Spring 1(A) OPEN
*SLYC Santa Mar Races (O&B) PRO Hend PRO PRO Gail C
(G18) Mann’g ABYCPRO Nei/Hend Chase Chase Chase

Chase
*(G18) Mann’g ABYC

APR Sat 3 Sun 4 Sat 10 Sun 11 Sat 17      Sun 18 L9:47,2 Sun 25 
OPEN OPEN OPEN Devlin 2 **(O) San Sim. Run OPEN (B) Spring 2 (A) (O) Spring 2
*DS Folsom *DS Folsom *SLYC Lopez PRO PRO PRO PRO
Gen Meeting *G18 Pt Ferfim CBYC BOAT IN?? Chase Chase Chase Chase
BOAT IN?? BOAT IN?? *SLYC Lopez *Ensenada *Ensenada

BOAT IN ??

MAY Sat 1 Sun 2 Sat 8 Sun 9 Sat 15 Sun 16 Sat 22 Sun 23 Sat,Sun 29/30 Mon 31
OPEN OPEN (B) Spring 3(A) OPEN (B) Makeup?? (O) Spring 3 Safe bt’g /media day OPEN Lido  59 Cham SM Jack J-Atas .
*Pyru cinco de Mayo Pt’y PRO M-day Atas L *DS Sequoia PRO Geary invit-Marg Geary invit-Marg PRO Hend Nei PRO Dot Pat
*(G18) Cinco SBYC*Pyru Chase Mothers Day Chase PRO PRO

*SLYC (O) *DS Sequoia Chase Chase
 DS Fleet 128 Champ DS Fleet 128 Champ

JUN Sat 5 Sun 6 Sat 12 Sun 13 Sat 19 Sun 20 Sat 26 Sun 27
*SLYC (O) (O) Summer 1 (B) Summer1 (A) OPEN OPEN F Day Races (B) Summer 2(A) (O) Summer 2

Chase PRO Fathers Day PRO PRO
*SLYC (O) Chase PRO Chase Chase

Chase *G18 Sem Naut SBYC *G18 Sem Naut SBYC

JUL Sat 3 Sun 4 Mon 5 Sat 10 Sun 11 Sat  17 Sun 18 Sat 24 Sun 25 Sat 31
Hunt’ warm up OPEN **(O) Race to MB OPEN OPEN Ocean Makeup OPEN (O) Summer 3 OPEN
**(O) race to AB SLYC (O) PRO *Huntington(1D) *Huntington(1D) **Dinghy(ocean1D) *Huntington PRO
PRO *SLYC Avila (O) Chase PRO Chase
Chase Chase G18 Nat How Pra

*Huntington *Howard Prarie

AUG Sun 1 Sat 7 Sun 8 Sat14 Sun 15 Sat 21 Sun 22 Sat 28 Sun 28
(O) Lady@Hm **Dinghy(ocean-1D)) (O) Devlin 3 Estero Estero DS Ivitational DS Ivitational (B)Summer 3 (A) Open
PRO PRO PRO PRO PRO PRO Pat/Don PRO Pat/Don PRO G18 Mile H Arrow H
Chase Chase Chase Chase Chase Chase
*Howard Prairie *(O)McNish PCYC G18 MileH Arrow Head

*(L) Nationals

SEP Sat 4 Sun 5 Sat 11 Sun 12 Sat 18 Sun 19 Sat 25
(B) makeup?? (O) fall 1 Open (O) 2 Stic+PHRF (B) Fall 1 (1D) Open Open Open

PRO *DS Sequoia *DS Sequoia PRO Victor Wysocki(1D) Wysocki 
Chase Chase PRO PRO

*G18 Coos Bay *G18 Coos Bay Chase Chase
G18MissionBell MBYC

OCT Sat 2 Sun 3 Sat 9 Sun 10 Sat 16 Sun 17 Sat 23 Sun 24 Sat 30/Sun 31
OPEN OPEN (B) Ladies Day (O) Fall 2 (B) Fall 2 (1D) (O) makeup ?? OPEN (O) Mullins OPEN
*DS Santa Cruz *DS Santa Cruz PRO Don Lex PRO PRO *G18 Goblin SBSC PRO
*SLYC (O) Chase Chase Chase Chase

*G18+ Cachu *G18+ Cachu

NOV Sat 6 Sun 7 Sat 13 Sun 14 Sat 20 Sun 21 Sat 27 Sun 28
OPEN (O) Fall 3 COMO race???? COMO race???? OPEN OPEN OPEN T-Day Race (A)
Gen Meeting PRO PRO- Como *T-Day Alamitos *T-Day Alamitos PRO

Chase Chase Chase Chase
G18 Pt Fermin

DEC Sat 4 Sun 5 Sat 11 Sun 12 Sat 18 Sun 19 Sat 25 Sun 26
Lighted Boat P (O) makeup (B) Winter 1(1D) (O) Winter 1 OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN

PRO PRO (B) XMAS Party (O) XMAS Party
Chase Chase
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