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December 2004 

Editor’s Note: Submissions to the Masthead are due by the third Friday of each month. You m ay e-mail your  
written material or digital photos to mbyc@mbyc.net or send them to Sharon Brooks, 965 Morro Ave., Apt. D, 

Morro Bay, CA 93442-2162. All submissions are subject to editing for content and space.  
We love your articles and photos! Thanks to all who contribute! 

Thanks for the great photos! — Cover— Lemuel Francis Abbott for a copy of his original oil 
of Admiral Horatio Nelson; page 3—Mike and Sharon Brooks; pages 6 & 7—Dot Rygh; 
page 8—Sharon Brooks; page 9—Dot Rygh; page 10—Rachelle and Jim Phillips, Sharon 
and Mike Brooks, Dot Rygh; page 12—Rachelle Phillips. 

FROM YOUR COMMODORE 

     The year is coming to a close, and we have 
elected our slate of officers for the next year.  I am 
sure you will show the new board the same sup-
port and cooperation that you have shown this 
board.  We have had some 
challenges this year, and we have had many suc-
cesses, too.  I feel we are leaving the club in good 
shape.  The club stands tall! 

     I know Glenda will enjoy being at the helm as 
much as I have.  I feel honored to have served as 
your Commodore this year.  As I take my place as 

a Staff Commodore, I promise to always work for the good of the club. 

I would like to give special thanks to Roy Gammill and Dot Rygh for step-
ping in mid-year and finishing out the year as Vice Commodore and Rear Com-
modore.  Thank you so much! 

Another big thank you goes to Gale Leach for remaining editor of the  
Masthead after moving to Arizona.  Thanks Gale for the ever-changing picture 
on the front of the Masthead.  I will find a way to get even.  For those of you 
who didn't know, it was a surprise to me to see what Gale had done to my photo 
each month! 

And for my final thank you of the year. I need to give special mention to all 
of the Staff Commodores who I have leaned on this past year. You know who 
you are!! 

Next year, Cheryl and I are planning a year of traveling, relaxing, and spend-
ing time with our friends—and, of course, great times at the club. 

I would like to close by wishing all of you a Merry Christmas and happiness 
in the coming year—and all the best for the Club! 

                                   Full Speed Ahead, 

Doug 
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HAPPY HOUR HOSTS 

REMEMBER! In order for us to keep our 
liquor license, non-members are NOT 

ALLOWED behind the bar and all guests 
must sign the guest book located at the 

end of the bar. 

If you have questions about the  opera-
tion of the bar, contact our Bar Steward, 

Jim Phillips. If this is your first HOST 
ASSIGNMENT, contact the couple as-
signed with you and they will show you 

the ropes. 

If unable to attend, it is your RESPONSI-
BILITY to find a replacement. Perhaps 
you could trade with someone else on 

the Host List. 

Just a REMINDER: you need to supply 
your own paper products for hosting 

night. 

Hosts serve snacks AND tend bar  
from 6:00 PM until 7:30 PM. 

DECEMBER 2004 
3 Peter and Jeannette Wolff 

Don and Glenda Boatman 
10 Jim and Roberta Brose 

George and Kathy Chenabaeff 
17 Greg and Jennifer Barker 

Jim and Char Bruzenak 
24 Christmas Eve — No Hosts 
31 New Year’s Eve — No Hosts 
 
JANUARY 2005 
7 Jeff and Sally Davis 

Steve and Tammy Hendricks 
14 Jack and Barbara Keely 

Roger and Victoria Marlin 
21 Forrest and Frances Martin 

Ron and Nancy May 
28 Thor and Diana Ourston 
 Bill Pierce / Nancy Craig 
 
FEBRUARY 2005 
4 Jim and Rachelle Phillips 

Matt and Jacque Piper 
11 Jack and Barbara Daily 

Jay and Jane Simonson 
18 Roy and Bev Gammill 

Bill Lockhart / Tom Murphey 
25 Bud and Jan Moore 

Victor and Françoise Nigro 
 — Polly Schneider   

f you make a change, please let  
Polly know. 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

A new member has been admitted to our club roster. 
John Michener and his wife, Judy.  Please welcome them into the club. 

 
We have two applications on the office door. 
q Kevin Williams is sponsored by Lex Budge and Larry Salas. 
q Robert and B.J. Bettencourt is sponsored by Gordon Robertson and Pe-

ter Wolff. 
Please take the time to review their applications. 
It is now a bittersweet moment for me. Ann and I will be traveling in the next 

year at a time when it is most important that the membership chairman be avail-
able to the board and membership in general. I have asked and been granted per-
mission to be relieved of my duties as chairman of the membership committee. 

John Schmidt has agreed to take over the chairmanship duties. He will be 
assisted by his wife Nia. I will help wherever I can. I know that other members of 
the committee will lend a hand, as will the rest of the MBYC membership. 

Please make his job an easy one. Those of you who may be sponsoring a new 
applicant can do this by reviewing the objectives of our club as outlined in the 
By-Laws of the MBYC. Also, review policy letter #15 before you sponsor a new 
applicant. Remember, you should not feel compelled to sign on as a sponsor of a 
person you do not feel you know sufficiently. 

I have enjoyed the time spent as your membership chairman. I know the job 
is being placed into the hands of a very capable and conscientious person. 

 
— René Morris 

Children’s 
Christmas Party!  

Saturday,  
December 11th 

10:00 a.m. at the MBYC 
Santa arrives at 10:45 

 
~ COME ONE, COME ALL! ~ 
Have fun and talk to Santa! 

 

R.S.V.P. to Teresa McClish 
with children’s names as 

soon as possible 

  Trim the  
MBYC Christmas Tree 

Friday, December 10, 2004 
during Happy Hour  
from 5:30 to 7:30 

 
Bring a plate of cook-
ies to share while we 
trim the tree, and we 
will keep a few out to 
share with the Chil-
dren’s Christmas 

party the next day. Come hang 
one of the  ornaments from the 
past and sing a song or two and 
get in the holiday spirit. See you 
all at the party!   

— The Social Committee  



December 2004 Page 3 MASTHEAD 

Mask Contest Report 

We want to thank everyone who took part in the 
Halloween Mask Contest. Also, a special thanks to our 
members and guests who picked the winners by ap-
plause.  Winners were: 
              Lynn Meissen              Françoise Nigro 
          Duncan McQueen            Sharon Brooks 
               Jim Phillips                   Bill Lockhart 
   The lucky raffle winner was Mike Brooks.  Hope you 
all had fun! 
                —  Your Wicked Witch, AKA The Old Bat 

Editor’s Farewell 
I’ve had the privilege of editing newsletters for a number of 

different organizations, but I’ve never worked with people who 
have been as ready with their articles, pictures, and general 
help, or who’ve been as much fun to work with, as those of you 
at the Morro Bay Yacht Club. 

You have made this “job” a joy. Your writing is out-
standing, your contributions timely, and your tolerance of my 
omissions and errors exemplary. 

When Richard asked me to visit the MBYC after we moved 
to San Luis Obispo, I was hesitant. I knew of other yacht clubs 
by reputation and a few first-hand encounters, and I didn’t feel 
I’d belong or enjoy the company. However, one day we stopped 
in — and met Doug Gould, then Vice Commodore, who 
showed us around, made us welcome, and allayed my fears. 
The rest, as they say, is history, and we have enjoyed some 
great times with you. 

Our dreams of sailing away in our sailboat, Cat’s Paws, 
didn’t happen, and life has now shown other plans for us. I’ve 
discovered that the desert is beautiful, too. We’ll be back that 
way for a visit one of these days. Until then, we think of you 
often and hope you do the same. 

This is my last issue as Editor. I am passing the pen to a 
relatively new member, Sharon Brooks, who has graciously vol-
unteered to take over editorship of the Masthead. She’s going 
to also try the web site maintenance (spunky gal — she’s never 
done anything like either of these before). She’ll do fine and, if 
she has trouble, I know a great group of people who will help 
her). I know you’ll give her the same great support you gave to 
me and, with that, she’ll do fine. 

My very best to all of you. If you find yourself near Phoe-
nix, give us a call. We’d love to see you. 

Until then, may the winds be fair and carry you far, 
— Gale Leach 

  FUN FLOAT 
The November float was just 

fantastic. We had a large group, fine 
food, and following winds. It is time 
to dust off those white elephants 
and find some pretty wrapping pa-
per. Yes, It's our annual Christmas party on the  
Sandspit. It will be on Tuesday, December 14th at 
11:00 am. We will leave from the dock. Bring edibles, 
Presents (please, nothing over $100.) and liquid to suit 
your taste. It's perfectly OK to bring friends and rela-
tives. 

  
Merry Christmas, 
                               — G.P.P.      
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FROM YOUR VICE COMMODORE 

FINAL CHAPTER 
     It has been a pleasure 
finishing out this year as your 
Vice Commodore. 
     We have accomplished 
quite a bit this year. John 
Duthie and all you volunteers 
saw to the repair and spiffing 

up of the clubhouse for opening day. 
Later, we painted the club (with free paint)—all one 

color. 
The latest work in progress is the re-doing of the 

bathrooms (heads), headed up by Vice Commodore elect 
Jim Phillips. This will continue into early next year. 

Many thanks for all of your help and support. 
— Roy  

To All MBYC Members:         ~~ ROSTER UPDATE FORM ~~ 
To assist the Membership Committee in the production of the new 2005 Roster, please check your  
listing in the current 2004 Roster to be SURE that the information contained therein is accurate. 

Did you move, change or add a phone number, email address, or fax number? 
Did you buy or sell any boats? Did you change sail numbers? 

Please enter your name and any corrections on the slip below or mark “No Change” and return it to  
the club office. Deadline for submission for the 2005 roster is 31 January 2005. 
 
NAME:______________________________________ New PHONE?________________________ 

Correct ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________ 

Correct EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________ 

Correct FAX:__________________________ RADIO CALL:______________________________ 

BOAT Added? Name:___________________ Class:___________________ CF#_______________ 

BOAT Subtracted?______________________ Sold to Member?____________________________ 

NOTES: __________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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     This past year has been a 
good one for sailing, a few 
light days, a few heavy 
weather days, but we only 
canceled one ocean race be-
cause of weather and that was 
due to high surf conditions.  
Dec. 11 for Bay Fleet (race 
starts at noon not 11 A.M.) 
and Dec.12 for the Ocean 

Fleet will start the Winter Series.  Let’s all start the 2005 
Racing Year out on the water and get ready for the rest 
of the year.  Make-up for the Ocean fleet is still sched-
uled the day after the lighted boat parade on Dec. 5.    

The Commodore's Ball turned out great and we 
really had a good turnout.  Most of the trophy races 
were run except for the Estero Bay Ocean Fleet trophies 
and Laser championships.  The Laser fleet is running 
theirs on the 27 of Nov. 2004 and this should complete 
the trophies for the year.  Congratulations to all the win-
ners for 2004 and I will have a complete list for the 
masthead in January when we finish both Bay & Ocean 
Fall series.  A lot of our races have been very close and 
exciting and the series winners not known until the last 
race was won. 

The names of our sailors have been submitted to the 
US Sailing Association and you should have your new 
membership cards at this time.  I am adding a couple of 
late enrollees to the roster, but new skippers will have to 
enter themselves or wait until we do the renewal in Sep-
tember. 

I've enjoyed being the Rear Commodore and contrib-
uting in a different way to the racing part of the club.  
This position has had me spend more time on my com-
puter than ever before, and it has improved my typing 
skills.  Pat & I have always been active in the sailing 

world and hope we will always remain active and part of 
the scene.  We both contribute in many ways to the club 
and its working parts, and we've always enjoyed the ex-
periences.  I am hoping more of you will get out there 
and support the sailors and the club activities, and I 
know you too will enjoy it.  

Gail Condon our new Rear Commodore is at this 
time preparing our schedules for 2005 and is inviting 
you to come out and be part of next year’s activities.  If 
you know of any events taking place at other yacht clubs 
or in your fleets, please contact her now.  She also is 
welcoming any and all people to help on deck or on the 
water to help with the race committee.  A class for learn-
ing the rules of the road and how to run a race will be 
offered this coming year.  I know I for one am looking 
forward to the racing season and want to wish Gail good 
luck this coming year.  Let’s all support her and her 
working committees. 

Thanks for the great year and Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  

                                                    — Dot Rygh 

FROM YOUR REAR COMMODORE 

Attention: All Sailors and  
Huntington Lake Campers   

 

HUNTINGTON LAKE REGATTA 
July 9 & 10, 2004, for Laser, Lido, DS, etc. 

July 16 & 17, 2005, for Thistles and larger boats 
Time once again to make reservations for the Campground 
at Huntington Lake. Most of you know Deer Creek fills fast 
for the Regatta weekends. The Forest Service is taking res-
ervations for the Regatta now. If Deer Creek is full (they 
have quite a few double sites), there is always Kinnikinick or 
Catavee across the street.  

Contact the NATIONAL FOREST SERVICE:   
(877) 444-6777 or  www.reserveamerica.com/reserve 
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Fall 1 and Fall 2 have been held and Fall 3, for the 
final races for the OSOS Trophy will be held on Sat. No-
vember 20.  The results of Fall 1 and 2 are posted in the 
race results bulletin board.  Neiswanger/Hendricks is one 
point ahead of Condon/Williams in the Day Sailer class 
and in the Lido class: Peter & Anita Rothenbuecher are in 
1st place, but Pat Rygh won in Fall 2 and is in hot pursuit 
as the Rothenbuechers took a 2nd in that race. 

The Day Sailer Championships were held at the last 
minute on November 6 and 9 boats showed up for their 

Fleet 128 races.  Gail Condon & Kevin Williams won the 
trophy with 6 points, followed by Dan McDonald’s team 
with 11 points.  In third place was the Rothenbuechers 
with 14 points.  4th place Victor Nigro & Alex with 18 
points. The Measures’ right behind with 19 points.  The 
weather turned out great and the Race committee of 
mostly Lidos (plus Frank Wood) were successful in get-
ting 4 races in for the Day Sailers. 

(The results for the Fall series were posted in time to 
get them into this issue — see next page.)   — Dot Rygh 

     After canceling Fall 2 in 
October, the Ocean Fleet has 
been successful in having 
good weather for two more 
of their scheduled 
races.  The John Mullins Tro-
phy Race was held an hour 
after it quit raining on Sun-
day, October 24.  Two of the 
boats stuck it out, and the 
team on Whizbang took 
home the trophy. Voyager II 
took second place this year.  
     Ocean Fall 2 was held 
with four boats on the 
line.  Again Ron May on 
Whizbang took a 1st place win.  Ratliff’s Voyager II in 
2nd and Jim Bruzenak’s Kinship’s II in 3rd. Lynn Meissen 
did not finish due to light winds.   
     Ron is going to be hard to beat for Fall 3, which will 
be held on December 5.  (A reminder that the dock will 

be busy on December 4 for both day and evening for the 
lighted boat parade.)  Remember the winter series starts 
right away on Sunday, December 12 — hope to see all 
of you out for the series.  For the start of the year, we 
had nine boats competing in the Series.     — Dot Rygh 

Ocean Fleet News 

Ron May and crew of Whizbang winning the  
John S. Mullins Memorial Trophy. 

Bay Fleet News 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of Day Sailer Regatta  
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2004 Fall Series Osos Trophy 

Ten Day Sailers and 7 Lidos competed in the 3-day series this fall.  Gail Condon and Kevin Williams came out ahead of 
the Day Sailers and Peter and Anita Rothenbuecher were in first in the Lido class. The results are as follows. 
 
Day Sailer Fall 1   Fall 2    Fall 3    Total pts Place 
John Neiswanger/Kenton 1 1 1st 5 1 2 2nd (2 2 2)  16 pts 2nd 
Lex & Lolo Budge 3 2 2nd 11 11 11  11 11 11  71 pts 
Gail Condon/Kevin Williams 2 3 3rd 1 2 1 1st 1 1 1 1st 12 pts 1st  
John Taylor/Jean Fergus DNS 7 5  11 11 11  11 11 11  78 pts 
Tom Murphey 4 4  3 3 6  4 4 4  32 pts tie 3rd 
Jack Daily/Jorgens 5 6  (5.4 5.4 5.4)  6 5 5  33 pts 
Chris & Spencer Branch 6 DNF 7  11 11 11  11 11 11  79 pts 
Victor Nigro (4 4)  6 6 4  3 3 2 3rd 32 pts tie 3rd 
Michael & Brooks Measures 11 11  2 4 3 3rd (5.8 5.8 5.8)  46 pts 
Dan McDonald 11 11  4 5 5  2 2 3 2nd 43 pts 
 
Lido 14 Fall 1   Fall 2    Fall 3    Total pts Place 
Don & Kit Lockwood 2 DNF 6 3rd 8 8 8  8 8 8  56 pts 
Brian Watson DNF 6 2 2nd 3 3 3 3rd 2 3 2 2nd 24 pts 2nd 
P & A Rothenbuecher 1 1 1st 1 2 2 2nd 1 1 1 1st 10 pts 1st 
Terry Hensley/ DNF 6 DNS 6  4 4 4  8 8 8  48 pts 
Jim Orth/Barrett 3 DNF 6  8 8 8  8 8 8  57 pts 
Pat Rygh & Bev Gammill 8 8  2 1 1 1st 8 8 8  44 pts 3rd 
Larry & Liz Salas 8 8  8 8 8  3 2 4  49 pts 
 
(The results in parentheses are recorded when the individual is the PRO — the total points divided by the number of races.) 
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New Year’s Eve at the Club 
Bring cards or a game and spend the 
last of the old year with your friends! 

Clam Chowder      Caesar Salad  
Bread      Dessert 

                         Provided after 7pm for a donation 
                           (no regular happy hour )planned) 

Five races have transpired since the last report in the 
Masthead. Here is what has gone by and what is coming up. 

Fall 2 came and went. Fleet 128 had a good showing 
of boats for Fall 2. All told, seven boats hit the line for 
the second day of the Fall series. The winds were out of 
the south for this series. This made for great upwind 
work complimented by long downhill spinnaker runs. 
Great fun. End of the day, the results had Student Driver 
in first and leading the series by one point, Lemon Head a 
close second, Full Circle (4000), a close third; also in 
attendance were the Measures, the McClishes, Victor and 
crew, Murphey and Christine, and Jack Daily. 

Tiller Time and Student Driver went to Westlake Yacht 
Club for the beginning of their holiday series. Five races 
were held over a four-hour period. Lucien joined two 
members of Fleet 128 at Westlake.  After a long hard day 
of racing and the consumption of the many Westlake hot 
dogs, Student Driver managed to barely eek out a win with 
Tiller Time and Student Driver repeatedly exchanging the 
lead. Tiller Time was second and Lucien and his wife were 
third. The third and final race in the series is the Sunday 
December the 11th. Please email if you are hoping to join 
us at this regatta. 

Fleet Champs have now come and gone. Race one, 
Dan MacDonald pulled out the win. Race two, Victor Ni-
gro pulled out the win. Student Driver won race three and 
the final race to win the regatta with Dan MacDonald 
again close behind in the points. This was a very hard day 
of racing with the lead commonly being exchanged four or 
five times before the end of the race; nobody had any 
dominance in the fleet by the end of the day. At one time, 
Michael Measures led, Chris and Tom Murphey led, Victor 
led, Peter led, MacDonald led, we all led and followed. 

After Fleet Champs, we held the Commodore’s Ball, 
always a great time. Then everyone sobers up and it’s off 
to the namesake regatta, the Commodore’s Cup. This 

regatta was again another very hard one. The day deliv-
ered super-light winds and ultra-heavy tidal currents. 
Spinnakers were mandatory equipment on the Day Sail-
ers. The kite allows you to roll past any boat in your way 
that is not running similar gear. It was a night and day 
difference. At the end of the day, it was Andrew Brown 
(not a Day Sailer) first, Student Driver second, and Full 
Circle (4000), third. 

Finally, the last race that has transpired, Fall 3, has now 
come and gone and with it the Fall series. Three races con-
stituted the final day of racing to bring the total for the se-
ries to 8 races. John Neiswanger was also in this series be-
cause he PROed (remember if you PRO you get your aver-
age of your scores when you are not racing).  Dan Mac-
donald again put on a great show, flying his kite more than 
any other Day Sailer on the bay. This time, the adventurous 
race committee sent us out to 4. This made for a great spin-
naker race and a great uphill leg. Good call by the commit-
tee. At the end of the day, it was Student Driver first, Full 
Circle second, and Tiller Time third. For the series, it was 
Student Driver eking out Lemon Head by a couple of points 
for the series, and Tom Murphey on Tramp coming in third, 
with Tiller Time also in third place, both having 32 points.  

That is it for this month and a little bit of the prior 
month. There are plenty of races coming up, among them 
Turkey Day, Winter 1, and the Hangover Regatta. I hope 
to see everyone out there. 

— Kevin Williams 

Fleet 128 Notes 
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The weather was beautiful and warm, but the winds 
didn’t cooperate.  Nine boats were in the water by 11 am 
after a great night at a very successful Commodore’s 
Ball.  Doug Gould had his race committee and safety 
boat ready for the big day and had to wait until nearly 
noon before he could get the first race under way.  He 
managed to get two races in before the wind died com-
pletely and the 7.4 tidal excursion took over.   

The lead changed hands several times over the 
course of both races and, in the end, Andrew Brown in 
his Laser was the winner of the Commodore’s Cup with 
5 points.  Gail Condon and Kevin Williams were in close 
second with 6 points, followed by Dan McDonald and 
Brian Monroe in third place with 8 Points.  The Lock-
woods & Jenkins each had 9 points ,while the Rothen-
buechers had 10, Victor 11, McClish with, 16 and an 
unnamed clam digger with 17 points.   

All in all, it was a fun day and a good day on the wa-
ter.  Thanks go out to all the race committee members 
and the safety boat — they even tried hard to blow up 
the wind and make it a good racing day.  

— Dot Rygh 

1st Place Andrew Brown, 2nd place Kevin Williams 
and Gail Condon, 3rd place Dan McDonald and  
Brian Monroe. 

Commodore’s Cup Race 
November 14, 2004 

Regarding the Weather 
Those of you who listen to weather reports for Estero Bay, Santa Bar-

bara, or elsewhere, may not realize that some of those “not so wonderful” 
weather forecasts may cause you to miss some really wonderful sailing in 
Morro Bay. 

The weather in Morro Bay is very different from weather in Estero Bay, 
really!  So if you’re not sure, please come down to the bay to read the 
weather before you abandon your sail. 

— Victor Nigro 
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November 13, 2004 
Madonna Inn 
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Morro Bay Yacht Club 
541 Embarcadero 
Morro Bay, CA 93442 

Ocean Races Start: 12:00 NOON 
Skippers Meeting: 10:30 AM 

      SUNDAY               MONDAY              TUESDAY           WEDNESDAY         THURSDAY               FRIDAY             SATURDAY 

January 2005 
Bay Races Start: 11:00 AM 
Skippers Meeting: 10:30 AM 

Friday Happy Hour Hosts Serve Snacks and Tend Bar from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM. 

      1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31     

      11:00 am Bay Race: 
Hangover Race 

     Hosts: 
Jeff and Sally Davis 
Steve and Tammy 
Hendricks 

 

    Board Meeting 
7:00 PM 

Hosts: 
Jack and Barbara  
Keely; Roger and Victoria 
Marlin 

 

     Hosts: 
Forest and Frances  
Martin; Ron and Nancy 
May 
 
 
Masthead Deadline 

 

     Hosts: 
Thor and Diana  
Ourston; Bill Peirce / 
Nancy Craig 

 

       


