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FROM YOUR COMMODORE 

Greetings All, 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful and 
peaceful holiday season. Fortunately it has been any-
thing but peaceful around Morro Bay Yacht Club. This 
place has been one constant party for most of December. 
It all started on the first day of December with the 
Lighted Boat Parade. MBYC was again the focal point 
of the parade as the judging was performed from our 
lower deck. Members and guests enjoyed appetizers, 
spirits, friends and the best view in town of the larger than normal fleet of boats. Then the 
next weekend was the much-anticipated Children’s party, which was once again put on by 
Dana and Teresa McClish. The children enjoyed treats, games, and Christmas music from 
our Junior Yacht Club. Then to everyone’s surprise, Santa Claus and his elves appeared on 
our guest dock then came up to the club and supplied all the children with gifts. The next 
weekend was to be enjoyed by the Bay Fleet Christmas Party on Saturday then the Ocean 
Fleet Christmas Party on Sunday. Both Fleets enjoyed appetizers, a lovely meal, and fin-
ished with the ever so lively White Elephant gift exchange. It was quite a hoot to see the 
“gifts” our sentimental members brought to share with each other! After the fleet parties, 
we took one weekend off to celebrate Christmas with our families and friends and to rest 
up for the grand finale, the New Year’s Eve Party on the 31st.  With all these parties com-
bined with our regular Friday Night festivities, all I can say is “WOW”; this club knows 
how to celebrate! 

Speaking of Celebrations, we at the Schmidt household feel especially blessed 
this season. As most of you already know Nia, John Paul (2 yrs), and I are expecting a 
very special gift in the near future. With our new baby due December 28th ,we are pa-
tiently awaiting the first time we get to hold our newest miracle in our arms. Photos and 
stats will follow! 

As we begin 2008, I would like to send out a special thank you to the outgoing 
Board members Dana McClish, Jim Bruzenak, and Cynthia Wimer. These individuals 
have put in multiple years of commitment to our club and their time and efforts have been 
appreciated by all. 

Looking forward to next year, it would be an understatement to say that I am 
ecstatic with the Board of Directors and the committee chairpersons that I will be serving 
with. Take a look down the left column of this page and you will see a large list of people 
who have committed to making this a fun and well-organized year. In addition to those 
listed, there are many other members who do jobs too numerous to list which keep this 
club up and running.  So I know I have said it before, but thank you one and all for what 
you have done and what you will do for the club. As an all volunteer club, we truly could 
not do it without you. 
 So Cheers to 2008. May it be the most fun and best boating 

year of all! 
 

  John Schmidt, Commodore 
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HAPPY HOUR HOSTS 
REMEMBER! In order for us to keep our 

liquor license, non-members are               
NOT ALLOWED behind the bar and all 
guests must sign the guest book located        

at the end of the bar. 

If you have questions about the operation of the 
bar, contact our Bar Steward, Bill Austin.   

If this is your first HOST  
ASSIGNMENT, contact the couple assigned 
with you and they will show you the ropes. 

If unable to attend, it is your RESPONSI-
BILITY to find a replacement. Perhaps you 

could trade with someone else on the       
Host List. 

The club will furnish paper products and plas-
tic ware for Host Night.  Hosts tend bar from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. AND serve snacks at 

6:00 p.m. till 7:30 p.m. 

 January 2008 
4 Chris and Lynn Helenius 
 Victor and Francoise Nigro 
 Carolyn Pye 
11 Brian and Kathy Egan 
 Skip and Sandy Barnhart 
 Bill Austin 
18 Gerald and Kathleen Ashenbrenner 
 Jack and Barbara Keely 
 Mary Flaven 
25 Don and Gail Phares 
 Mark and Angela Soll 
 Kay Milligan 
 
February 2008 
1 Paul and Marilyn Schmidt 
 Jack and Barbara Barrett 
8 Carol Vallely and Clayton Schmidt 
 Jeff and Kathe Davidson 
15 Hal and Carol Carden 
 Larry and Barbara Earl 
 Skip Dyke 
22 Paul and  Michelle Dunn 
 John and Judy Michener 
 Charles Watson 
29 Randy and Faye Zeeb 
 Charles and Laura McCarren 
 
March 2008 
7 Jeff and Karen Cederberg 
 Gary and Joyce Granneman 
14 John and Jan Neiswanger 
 Jon Reiter and Suzanne Biely 
21 Wayne and Glen Ratliff 
 Fred Novy 
 Nancy Craig 
28 Pat and Dot Rygh 
 Thordis Seager 
 Kay Milligan 
 
 
   — Polly Schneider   

If you make a change, please let  
Polly know. 

       FUN FLOAT 

Thursday, January 10th, 10:30 a.m. 

 On  our Dec. float the weather was beautiful. A 
good time was had by all at our Christmas party 
on the Spit. For entertainment Bob S. showed us 
several ways to get back into a kayak that you 
may have fallen out of. Our first trip for the New 
Year will be on Thur. Jan 10th at 10:30. 

Let’s start the new year with a good hoot and holler for the 
Morro Bay Yacht Club. 

Your ever lovin’ and long suffering,   G.P.P. 

     Welcome to 2008 fellow yacht club members. 
I have agreed to take on the daunting task of be-
ing the Port Captain for 2008. As I understand 
the task before me will be to oversee the boat 
yard storage area, the tarmac, storage shed, 
mooring area, and dock usage by both members 
and transients. I will attempt to please all of you 
but as you well know that is an impossible task 

so I will settle for pleasing most of you most of the time and leave 
it at that. If you have a concern regarding any area of my responsi-
bility please do not hesitate to call. 
 I want to thank Jeff Davidson for his two years as Port Cap-
tain. He did a great job and brought about some creative changes to 
the job of Port Captain. 
 I will be looking for some Assistant Port Captains, so please 
don't hesitate to call me and volunteer your time. 
 
Looking forward to a fun filled 2008. 
 
Jim Phillips, MBYC Port Captain 
 

FROM THE PORT CAPTAIN’S DOCK 
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FROM YOUR VICE COMMODORE 

All the races this year have been raced, all the trophies have 
been engraved, Opening Day is long past as well as the 
Commodore’s Ball and General Meetings. It has been a de-
light to serve with Dana, the Board, and the fleets. I have 
started transitioning from Rear Com-
modore to Vice Commodore albeit a 
little prematurely. John Michener is 
already making a better start than I did 
last year to begin duties on Jan 1. 
 I had the pleasure of working 
closely with John and Paul Schmidt 
on the deck railings. Not only did I get 
to know them both a lot better, it was 
a delight to behold the wonderful fa-
ther-son relationship that they have. 
Other hard workers were John Bodine, 
Terry Paris, John Michener, and Ron May. 
 The next big job is the upcoming hoist refurbishing. 
The Board approved funds for the job and I am anxious to 
get rolling. Be assured that we will not even start disassem-
bly until the replacement parts are in hand or are assured 
available. Bryan Watson has volunteered to help get steel 
parts, Mike Brooks assures me that he can get ASME bolts 
overnight, and Kevin Williams has volunteered to help with 
metal fabrication and welding. Bob Kile (spelled right this 
time) continues to help with understanding the hoist as built 
and how to do the refurb. It will still take the help of more 
members to help with the actual disassembly and reassem-

bly. If you have skills that are applicable to this job, please 
contact me ASAP. I could especially use some engineering 
oversight and cross-checking, we’ll need help muscling the 
disassembly and reassembly, electrical, and hauling. If you 

happen to have a crane in your back 
yard that you don’t need for a couple of 
weeks, call me at your earliest conven-
ience.  
 Unless we accidentally open a 
can of worms, I hope to have the hoist 
up and running by mid January with a 
two week margin to cover the unex-
pected. 
 The Vice Commodore’s job, it 
seems, is not as much the great big jobs 
like hoist refurb, elevator installation, or 

deck railings, but the “small” jobs which occur frequently 
and randomly. If you spot something that needs fixin’, the 
very best way to communicate that to me is by e-mail. I 
thought about getting an email name of “HoneyDo” and, 
although the ladies might be used to how this works,  I fig-
ured that no gentleman in the club would feel comfortable 
with it. In honor of Jim Bruzenak, I then thought about 
“HeyWayne” as an email address but I’ll wait to see what is 
necessary. 
 
Wayne 
Vice Commodore 

 There is a new fleet in Morro Bay. We have three charter members to the 
new fleet they are Kenton Hendricks, Jerry White, and Kevin  Williams.  The new 

fleet will race both catamarans and skiffs. 
 The fleet will race in both Ocean races and Bay races. “Skiffs” are what we are 
calling the new fleet. Boats that are open for entry into the new fleet are International 14’s, 

Contenders, Tazars, and anything odd, different, and fast.  
 Lasers are welcome to come join us out on the water as well.  We are also allowing for catamarans to join into this 
fleet too. Primarily we are creating a new “class” for racing.  
 The following has been decided thus far. The skiff fleet will have its own start in both Ocean and Bay races. When 
racing in Ocean races, the skiffs will start ten minutes behind the Ocean fleet. When racing in the bay, the skiff fleet will 
have a “class” start TBD by the daily PRO. 
 The skiff fleet is actively looking for a Tornado, or similar catamaran to make a motorized safety boat for Ocean 
racing. The necessity of a safety boat has long held up Ocean racing for the skiff fleet. Additionally, races in the Ocean will 
make increase fuel costs, these costs will be transferred to the skiff racers by a separate entry fee TBD.  
 So far, entry into the Skiff fleet is free, however in the near future annual dues will be charged to cover the costs of 
the safety boat.  Speaking of safety, all skiffs sailing in the ocean races are required to carry at least two forms of communi-
cation, and one source of navigation. The navigation must be good enough to get the racer back to the club safely when the 
dense fog sets in. For example, on my boat I carry a dry box with my cell phone , handheld waterproof VHF, a mapping 
handheld waterproof GPS, and insurance. 
 There are a few items that are left to be sorted out. One, who runs the safety boat, is it alternating or a “hired 
driver”? Two, do we need PRO’s to sight the line or are we going to trust everyone on starts and finishes?  Three, how will 
we calculate winners in cross pollinated classes?  These things will be discussed at our first meeting, to be held in January, 
notification will be sent out via webmail. 
So if you have a skiff, or a catamaran, and believe that you are ready for it, let one of the three of us know.  
 
Cheers, Kevo 
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FROM YOUR REAR COMMODORE 

Happy New Year! I feel confident that we have a good 
year ahead of us. Wayne did a great job as Rear Com-
modore last year and I will do my best to follow that 
example. 
 
There was one race in December. The Bay Fleet Win-
ter 1 race was on the 15th. The wind was light and un-
predictable at first which 
delayed the first race a little. 
The results of the day were 
that for the Daysailers, out 
of the eight boats that en-
tered, McDonald and Mon-
roe took 3rd, Derrickson and 
Nigro took 2nd place, and 
Condon and Williams took 
1st.  For the Lido 14’s there 
were three boats that en-
tered. Lund and Stevens fin-
ished in 1st place. 
 
News from the Ocean Fleet is that Peter Behman has 
agreed to be the Ocean Fleet Captain for this year. The 
Ocean Fleet had one race scheduled in December but it 
was canceled because the weather and seas on the day 
before were pretty threatening. As it turned out it 
would have been a fairly good day to race. We have 
things in place to return the MBYC buoy to its rightful 
spot out in the ocean and hope to get it done soon. 
 
I enjoyed the Lighted Boat Parade which is sponsored 

by the Morro Bay Chamber of Commerce. We had a 
large group of people at the club to watch the parade. I 
was very impressed with the creativity that went into 
the twenty-four decorated boats. Two of my favorites 
also won prizes. Club members Todd and Joyce Han-
sen turned the mast of their sail boat into a lighted 
palm tree and had a Hawaiian theme. They received the 

prize in the sail boat category. The 
best in show went to a big lighted sea-
horse pulling a mermaid in a sleigh, 
built by the Hermann family. The jun-
iors also did a beautiful job of decorat-
ing Kiskedee, Peter Behman’s F&C 
44. 
 
I would like to thank the people who 
have already signed up to PRO bay 
races. We still need more volunteers. 
The Bay race signup schedule is 
posted in the case beneath the club 

stairway for Bay Fleet PRO’s. People who are not Bay 
racers can also get involved. It is a very good opportu-
nity to get to know people, have fun, and learn about 
racing. People are always there willing to help with 
what you don’t know. I encourage everyone to get in-
volved, whether it is being PRO or on the race commit-
tee for a bay race or bringing your boat out for an 
ocean race or crewing for someone. 
 
Here’s to this year, may it be a good one,   John 

 
Peter Behman will be the new Ocean Fleet Captain. We look forward to hearing his words of 
wisdom in the upcoming issues of the Masthead. 
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Membership News 
Yahoo Yachtsmen, 
 
When you read this, 2007 will have expired and a new and exciting year will be worming its way into 
our lives.  We love new years so we can make promises then wheedle out of them.  But this new year we 
do promise, with sincerity, to enjoy our job as membership chairmen and keep a reasonably accurate re-
cord of the Morro Bay Yacht Club Members. 
 
But as members, you must keep us informed.  Most important thing right now?  Fill out your informa-
tion form, or Email us about any changes.  Several of you have already done that and we thank you 
heartily. 

 
Start the new year with "vim and vinegar" as my grandma use to say, and keep 
it up all year. Be good yachtsmen and keep a smile on your face. 
 
    Bill & Peggy Sanders 
    Membership 

People News 
MBYC’s very own Sherrye Haynie was Citizen of the Week in December for the City of  Morro Bay! 

Juniors on Kiskedee. The 
Behman’s boat that the Jun-
ior’s decorated for the 
Lighted Boat Parade.  
<<<<<<<< Great job! 
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Junior Member of the Year:  Shannon McClish 
 

Happy New Year to all the Junior members and their families!  
 

Congratulations to the Junior of the Year:   Shannon McClish. 
 

Shannon is in 5th grade at Del Mar Elementary school in Morro Bay and the daughter of Dana 
and Teresa McClish.  "Shanny" as we all like to call her won several races this year including the 
Harken series and Huntington Lake.  Besides being a great sailor, she is always encouraging and 
helpful to the coaches as well as to the new members.  Way to go Shannon!!   

 
Our next meeting will be on January 13th from 10-3ish.  There will be a short but informative meeting for the Jr. members 
and their parents from 10:00 to 10:30.  Please remember this is a new year and all members who are going to sign up for 
2008 must re-register even if they signed up at the end of summer or fall.  The cost is 60.00--still a bargain at any rate.  At 
the meeting I will be passing out the schedule for the year, announcing the officers for 2008, and discussing what fun 
things we will be doing in Morro Bay as well as going to the out of town regattas.  At the beginning of 2007 we had a 
strong membership of 14 Jr. members, but by the time we ended in December we had  a whopping 27 enrolled.  Because 
we have been so successful with our program this year I am asking the parents for help.  The most vital help we need is 
assisting the children when they are putting their boats down into the water and bringing them back to the rack when we 
are done with our day.  The Juniors are great at cleaning their boats, but I feel we still need some adult eyes supervising 
them and making sure they're not too crazy with the water and soap!!  Please feel to call me with any suggestions or ques-
tions.   On a side note I would like to thank you all again for a wonderful year.  I hope all of you enjoyed it as much as I 
did.  Cheers to 2008! 
 
Angela Soll 
 
p.s.  If you didn't sign-up for a movie and would like one, please call me and let me know so I can bring it to our first meet-
ing.  The cost for the Morro Bay Junior Yacht Club movie is $10.00.  Please make your checks out to the MBJYC. 
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From your Board of Directors 

 

To all MBYC Members:  ~~~ROSTER UPDATE FORM ~~~ 
 
To assist the Membership Committee in the production of the new 2008 Roster, please check your listing in the current 2007 Roster to 
be sure that the information contained therein is accurate. 

 
Did you move, change or add a phone number, email address, or fax number? 

Did you buy or sell any boats? Did you change sail numbers? 
 

Please enter your name and any correction(s) on the slip below and return it to the club office. Deadline for the submission for the 
2008 Roster is February 29, 2008. 

 
NAME: ______________________________________________  NEW PHONE: ______________________________________ 
 
CORRECT ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NEW EMAIL:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NEW FAX:___________________________________________________ RADIO CALL:______________________________ 
 
BOAT (ADDED?) NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLASS:__________________________________________  CF#:__________________________________________________ 
 
BOAT (SUBTRACTED?) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SOLD TO MEMBER?_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
N O T E S : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS UPDATE FORM WITH YOUR CORRECTIONS TO THE MORRO BAY YACHT CLUB,  
ATTENTION: MEMBERSHIP. THANK YOU. 

 
 

The Board approved funds for: 
 1) the Ocean Buoy relaunch. 
 2) Hoist rebuild. 
 
There is an updated list of reciprocating Yacht Clubs in the office and 
it will soon be on the members only web-site. 
 
Reminder: Please be sure to obtain approval from the appropriate 
committee Chairman, before making purchases for which you plan to 
request reimbursement. All requests for reimbursement will need to 
be approved by the Board of Directors before a check will be issued. 
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January 1st 

Juniors Hangover 
Breakfast & Race 

 
 

 
 

January 10th 
Board Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
January 10th 

Fun Float 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

January 18th 
Daysailer Fleet Meeting 

5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
 

January 21st 
Masthead Deadline 

    

Happy New Year!   Let's get it started!..... Superbowl Sunday 
is just around the corner (or should I say end zone) on Febru-
ary 3rd.  Dot Rygh and her crew will be organizing 
this event.  Delicious food munchies and some sporting smack 
talking goes on before kick off. A poster will be upstairs with 
all the details. Ideas for social activities have been coming in 
so if you can help out in any way this year please let me 
know.  Don't forget our first meeting of the year is January 
4th at 5:00pm...Hope to see you there! 

—Joni 

  
 

February 3rd at 3:00 PM    
Potluck 

Bring finger food to 
share…..see you there! 

Daysailer Fleet 
Meeting 

  
Gsjebz!Kbovbsz!29-!3119!!
6qn!epxotubjst!bu!uif!dmvc!
Qmboojoh!gps!3119!boe!
fmfdujpo!pg!pggjdfst!
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