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WOW, What a spectacular Opening 
Day event. The weather cooperated, the 
food was devoured, the water cannon 
squirted, the band played on, the bay 
was filled with sea shanty music and 
laughter.

We hosted over 120 people, all dressed 
up in their finest nautical attire. We 
had 22 guests from eight different 
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Yacht clubs and too many MBYC Staff Commodores 
to count. The boat parade was a highlight with both 
members and guests. Thank you all who attended. Any 
photos of the festivities would be appreciated.

Thank you to all of the members who helped to make 
Opening Day 2025 so successful: At the door, at the 
gate, in the kitchen, handling chairs, moving furniture, 
decorating, the coffee bar, the cooking, the serving, 
you get the idea. You all did an excellent job and re-
ally demonstrated how a volunteer club functions. If 
anyone has a suggestion or a lesson learned from 
opening day, please send them to me via email.  mbyc.
comm@gmail.com

As you all know, prices have gone up. Our insur-
ance premiums took an unexpected jump this year 
and we are facing increased costs across the board. 
The board has discussed the idea of an increase in 
fees based on the CPI. (Consumer Price Index) This 

increase will have to be 
approved by you, the mem-
bers. We will have a pre-
sentation and vote on any 
fee increases at the No-
vember General meeting. If 
you have any ideas, please 
submit them to any board 
member.

Next on the horizon, the 
start of Hamburger nights, 
Wet Wednesdays, Summer 

Sailing, ASA sailing, 
the High Sierra Re-
gatta, fun floats, bay 
races, ocean rac-
es, and what better 
place to come and 
sit and relax than on 
the deck. Come out 
and enjoy your club.

LWright photos

Ahoy from bridge						    
Continued from previous page
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Vice Commodore
-- John S. Wimer

Continued on following page

Our collective hard work in March paid off as the club and grounds 
were in good shape for opening day.  That also means they are in 
pretty good shape for the boating season to kick into high gear. 

I asked this before and heard nothing but crickets.  Anyone want to 
volunteer to help with lighting outside the front door before I hire an electrical outfit?  

We’d like to make it operate with motion, 
photosensor & timer.

The railing near the hoist project is floating 
to the surface  I chatted with an engineer, 
new member Will Bellis, and think there 
is an appropriate solution to make sure 
we get it right.  Next up will be drawings 
and then fabrication and installation.  I am 
looking for volunteers for all stages of this 
project.

Mark Hilden noticed that the limit 
switch was broken on the hoist and 
notified me.  Rod Marble and I showed 
up to assess the situation and while 
staring at the hoist Kevin Williams vol-
unteered to repair it.  Timing is every-
thing.  While using the hoist please be 
mindful of how high the lead weights 
go and keep them well below the max.

Speaking of Kevin Williams, he was 
looking for another project to help the 
club and singled out refinishing the 
wooden stairs in the club.  We’ll ar-
range to close the club so that he can 
spiff up our stairs.  Look for a notice 

MBuchman photos
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via the alias.

By the way, did I mention that the dock proj-
ect is a long term project?  Add your name to 
the list if you would like to help.

Lastly, by the time this Masthead is published, 
Prudence should be back in Morro Bay.

Please contact me if you notice anything 
needing attention on the house 
and grounds and I’ll add it to the 
list.  Same for calendar activities 
and such.  Text or cell is the fast-
est way at 650-740-0065 or e-mail 
vice.commodore@mbyc.net.
	
See you at the club and on the 
water! 

LWright photos



The Racing Sheet  

“Open season on the open seas, and the captain says ‘No prison-
ers, please’” Jimmy Buffett, Take it Back 
April gave us some really nice weather windows to get out on the water. Not always a 
guarantee in Spring, and our Opening Day Ceremony and boat parade saw a great turn-
out from visiting guests and officers. 
The Bay fleet saw 11 boats take to the water on Opening Day with four races being held. 
We once again saw a nice turnout as well as an RS Aero, Banshee, and CFJ in the mix 

with the Daysailers. Nice to 
see some variety and good 
number of boats on the water! 
Charlie Poggemann reported 
a good and spirited day of 
racing with some windows of 
challenging conditions. Dana 
McClish took 3rd, followed 
by Todd Hansen 2nd, and 
Carlton Smith and Judi Glover 
took the first-place hardware 
for this year’s Opening Day! 

May  2025										                                                          Page 6

Judy Glover aboard Lady Mermayd  
Opening Day and Juniorrs compete at 
harbor mouth MBuchman photos

Continued on following page
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Congrats to all, and a good day on the water I would also like to extend a big Thank You 
for Bob Schwenoha and crew on Race Committee. 

For the Ocean fleet five boats took to the start line. Though a good day of racing was had, 
there continued to be moments where the wind was more conducive to surfing rather than 
sailing. Smith and Hensinger on Mistress Quickly took 3rd, team Krossa on Janina got 
second, And Team Jenkins on Errant Bell took home Opening Day honors in 2025. 
The Juniors continue to be active on the water, and advisor Chris Matson is happy with 
the regular positive turnouts. 
May is looking to be a good month on the water. pursuit racing finishes up the Spring se-
ries for the Ocean Fleet. Laser slalom, Day Sailor fleet 128 Championships, and the Opti-
mist   championships are all on the horizon for Memorial Day weekend. Summer is almost 
here. Whew, lets hope the fog stays a bit offshore. 
Ocean 
Saturday May 3rd Spring 3, final 
pursuit race 
Bay 
Saturday May 10th Laser Slalom 
Sunday May 11th, Junior sailing 
Saturday May 24th DS Fleet 128 
Championships 
Sunday May 25th Laser Champi-
onships 
Monday May 26th MBJYC Jack 
Johnson Optimist Championships 
Volunteers are always welcome 
and appreciated 
Memorial Day weekend is looking busy as always with lots of activity around the club. 
Come on down and spend a good day on the water with your fellow club members. 
For details on Ocean racing please contact John Krossa, mbyc.oceanfleet@gmail.com 
For Bay racing and Race Committee inquirers and volunteering, Charlie Poggemann, 
mbyc.bayfleet@gmail.com or Jesse, mbyc.rear@gmail.com

The Racing Sheet  
Continued from previous page

Opening Day on the deck. MWitkowski photo



February  2025											                                             Page 3



May  2025       												                                  Page 9

MBYC Crew 				    Laurie Wright, Membership
The MBYC is happy to welcome William 
(Will) and Judith (Judy) Bellis as our newest 
members.  Owners of a DaySailer and a power 
boat, the Bellises are eager to participate in club 
activities and races, support the youth sailing 
program and become a valuable part of our club 
membership.  Having sailed from Panama to 
Costa Rica, and recently the Caribbean, they 
will continue to enjoy the waters of our own 
Morro Bay and the Central Coast. 

Please remember that our bi-annual MBYC General Member-
ship meetings (April and November) are an important source of 
club information for our members. They provide the opportunity for 

member input and recommendations, voting on proposals, and electing the flag 
officers and Board members for the following year.  A quorum of membership is required to be 
present to vote.  Do mark your calendars for the next General Membership meeting on Saturday 
November 1.

MBYC 70th 

Anniversary 

Celebration

Planning  group form-

ing and seeking ideas 

for celebrating. 

Contact 

atsurfleet@
gmail.

com

OpeningOpening  DayDay  20252025
MWitkowski photos
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Mother’s Day
 Gifts In The 
Ship’s Store



Fun Floats Fun Floats 
Fun Float report Charlie RobertsFun Float report Charlie Roberts

Upcoming Fun Floats:May 11th, Sunday
May 26th, Monday
June 9th, MondayJune 23rd, Monday

 

There is no doubt that the weather hasn’t 
been particularly good for some of our last 
Fun Floats. The winds can be a bit hard to 
battle when paddling around on the bay,  so 

understandably 
attendance at our 
events has been 
reduced a bit, but 
I’m sure we’ll see 
better weather 
soon.   There 
is no Cinco de 
Mayo Fun Float 
party this year, 
because I won’t 
be around then, 
but our next party is planned for July 
4th.  
In the meantime, there are plenty of Fun Floats 

scheduled. Anyone can come on a Fun Float. Prospective members are 
encouraged to attend in order to demonstrate participation in our MBYC 
activities.  We almost always leave the club dock at 11:00 am and head 
south into the bay to eat lunch on the beach.  Bring a picnic lunch and 
come to join us.
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The Southern California Yachting Association 
(SCYA) is preparing for the upcoming Olympic 
games in Los Angles in 2028. They want clubs 
throughout Southern and Central California to 
know that this is a great opportunity for sailing 
clubs and yacht clubs to volunteer. 

For anyone with interest in volunteering or wanting 
more information as it becomes available, there 
are two suggested avenues. 

Firstly, go to https://ocroc28.org/  

This is the official site for the Olympic Class Regatta 
Organization Committee, OCROC28. With an email 
signup, you will receive updates and news as made 
available. 

Secondly, by keeping tabs on the SCYA website, 
and specifically their monthly Searchlight newsletter, 
you can be in the loop as more information is pub-
lished. The Southern California Yachting Association 
will be a primary source of information regarding 
volunteer opportunities. 

Volunteers needed for LA OLymipcs 
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HAMBURGER NIGHTS 2025 
Date Hosting Group 

June 4 The Board 

June 18 New Members 

July 2 Bay Fleet 

July 16 Staff Commodores 

Jul 30 Juniors 

Aug 13 Ocean Fleet and Mooring 
Holders 

Aug 27 Fun Float - the Happy Un-
Birthday 

Hamburger nights are great fun and the perfect opportunity to meet 
more members and get involved.  I know choosing the hosts is more 
voluntold than volunteered, but that’s how I get my crew.  Hosts are 

welcome to plan a “theme night” and put their own spin on Hamburger 
Night, making it more fun and interesting for everyone.   In years past 
we did Fish Tacos, Chicken Parmesan Sandwiches, BBQ Chicken, and 

Ribs, but everyone loves a hamburger.  We will again ask for 
reservations, but that doesn’t mean you can’t just show up and get 

dinner as we will make 10% over our reservations. 

Please email me with your ideas at galley@mbyc.net 
 

HAMBURGER NIGHTS 2025
Date Hosting Group

June 4 The Board
June 18 New Members
July 2 Bay Fleet

July 16 Staff Commodores
Jul 30 Juniors

Aug 13 Ocean Fleet and Mooring Holders
Aug 27 Fun Float - the Happy Un-Birthday

Hamburger nights are great fun and the perfect opportunity to meet more 
members and get involved.  I know choosing the hosts is more voluntold 
than volunteered, but that’s how I get my crew.  Hosts are welcome to 

plan a “theme night” and put their own spin on Hamburger Night, making 
it more fun and interesting for everyone.   In years past we did Fish Tacos, 
Chicken Parmesan Sandwiches, BBQ Chicken, and Ribs, but everyone loves 

a hamburger.  We will again ask for reservations, but that doesn’t mean you 
can’t just show up and get dinner 

as we will make 10% over our 
reservations.

Please email me with your ideas at galley@mbyc.net



Lake Yosemite Sailing Association
26th Annual Spring Regatta

May 17-18, 2025

Registration will open in  mid-March.
Contact: Race captain David Strubbe, dstrubbe@gmail.com
More information at https://lakeyosemitesailing.org/spring-regatta

Come Join the Fun!
All dinghies and keelboats welcome.
Four or more races over two days.
Lake Yosemite, Merced, CA.
Saturday night BBQ dinner.
Free tent and RV camping.
Legendary LYSA hospitality!



Officers &
 Directors
_____________________________
Commodore:  
Tom Wright
____________________
Vice Commodore:   	 
John Wimer
_____________________________
Rear Commodore:  	     
Jessie Ferris
_____________________________
Treasurer:                  	 
Ray Shady
_____________________________
Secretary:                  	  
Cyndy Fee
____________________________
Senior Director: 
Brett Cross	             	
_____________________________
Director:  		    
Dawn Huntsinger
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Committee Chairs
Alias/Troll.......................................Don Lockwood 
Bar Steward…..…........………..…….Stanley Craig
Cal Poly Liaison………..Mark Hilden/Sean Hanlon
Chief Risk Officer/Sommelier....…… Rich Leamon
Clean Marine Program…………...….Julie Thomas
Club Burgees around building…...…Patrice Flack

Custodian............................................ ....Lori Troft
  Emergency Preparedness Coordinator…...…		
					              Bob Neuman
Fleet Captain - Daysailer.......……........Chris Surfleet
Fleet Captain - Laser ………....………..…Dan Hack
Fleet Captain - Ocean ......……….…...John Krossa

 Fleet Captain - Santa Cruz 27 .……..…Mark Hilden 
Fleet Captain - Bay …...………Charlie Poggemann 
Fun Float Captain……………....…..Charlie Roberts
Happy Hour Coordinator............................Kay Frye
Historian…………….....………..…...Andrea Surfleet
Investments......……………..…...…..…...Cyndy Fee
Junior Sailing Advisor…......................Chris Matson
Library ………..…………..………….Charlie Roberts
Mailing ………..…………..…..........Rachelle Phillips
Masthead Editor………..…………....Mark Buchman
Membership Chair ………...………..…Laurie Wright
Port Captain…………………..........….Lynn Meissen
Reciprocity Secretary……..…..……Glenda Boatman
Sailing Lessons ………..………...Robert Schwenoha
Ship’s Store….............…..........………….  Gail Riley
Social Director/Galley Chief….………Kendall Welch
Technical.............................................Paul Kaspian
Volunteer Coordinator................Joyce McAlexander
Windows...............................................Aaron Young

Registration for Youth Sailing Camp and Adult Sailing Lessons is openRegistration for Youth Sailing Camp and Adult Sailing Lessons is open    
The fee is $450.00 per youth or $250.00 per adult but relatives of MBYC members 
get a $25.00 discount.  Go to mbyc.net and find the link to whichever you choose.  
You'll need to write to me at mbyc.lessons@gmail.com to confirm your discount 
for a relative.  We're looking forward to another great summer.  Bob Schwenoha



 THE MORRO BAY YACHT CLUB
541 Embarcadero
Morro Bay, CA 93442
Office Phone (805) 772-3981
Mbyc.net
The Morro Bay Yacht Club is a private, non-profit 
organization devoted to boating activities, along with 
the protection and enjoyment of our picturesque bay and 
coastline. We participate in both competitive and non- 
competitive boating activities throughout the year. Anyone 
at least 21 who owns a boat, is planning to buy a boat, or 
regularly enjoys boating activities in someone else’s boat 
is invited to apply for membership.
©2024 The Morro Bay Yacht Club
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